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Saving lives is one bipartisan thing in a political town! 



WRTC’s Service Area

Washington Regional Transplant 
Community
Federally Designated Organ Procurement 
Organization (OPO) for the Metropolitan 
Washington, D.C. area

Non-profit organization responsible for 
facilitating organ and tissue donation at all 
hospitals in our service area

District of Columbia, 

Northern Virginia and 

3 Maryland counties:

• Montgomery

• Prince George’s

• Charles



2 Local Pediatric Hospitals With 

Donation Potential







1 Local Pediatric Transplant Center

The Transplant Center for Children –

MedStar Health

• Small Bowel 

• Liver 

• Kidney

https://www.medstarhealth.org/mhs/our-services/transplant/treatments/the-transplant-center-for-children/
https://www.medstarhealth.org/mhs/our-services/transplant/treatments/the-transplant-center-for-children/


Donation after Circulatory Death (DCD) vs. 

Brain Death donation pathways

–Donation opportunities

–Family care 

Objective



Organ Donation 

Starts with a family’s decision

• Good end-of-life care

• Collaboration between hospital and OPO

• Good stewardship by OPO team



Early recognition and 

collaboration is critical 



Authorization

Adults

• Clinical Triggers:           

early involvement

• DDY

• Clean pass-off 

• Transition of teams usually 

includes Attending and RN

Peds

• Clinical Triggers:           

later involvement

• Can be on driver’s license 

but not legally binding

• These are usually still 

involved Attending, RN, 

SW, Family life, 



Post-Authorization Donation Pathways

Brain Dead

Adults

• Families often leave the 

hospital. Some return prior 

to O.R.

• Moment of honor 

• Notification following 

completion of case

• After care team follows for 

18 months or more

Peds

• Families often stay 

throughout the process

• Heartbeat bears offered

• Moment of honor

• Notification following 

completion of case

• After care team follows for 

18 months or more



Post-Authorization Donation Pathways

Donation after Circulatory Death (DCD) 

Adults

• Withdrawal (W/D) of care 

and comfort care takes place 

in the O.R.

• Some families accompany 

patient to the O.R.

• Moment of honor 

Peds

• W/D of care is preferred in 

the O.R.

– Some families request to hold 

small children

– W/D make take place outside 

of the O.R. and limit donation

• Family Care team addresses 

this during family meetings

• Moment of honor 



Pediatric DCD donation is critical to  

improving and saving lives!

Thank you !


