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WRTC Historical Perspective on Research

Pre-2011

Not a top priority to place organs & tissues for research

Intermittent relationships with research entities 

No position focused on research



Why 
Pursue 

Research?



Why Pursue Research?

More families initiating

Fully maximizing the gifts

More research entities requesting 

OPOs have unique access to human 

organs and tissues

CMS expectations

Research organs per donor metric

Saves more lives in the long run!



Created new research 
partnerships

Research Review 
Committee

Research Position 
Created

Strengthened 
partnerships with 
current researchers

Made it a priority to 
place more organs
and tissues for
research

WRTC Research Program
Since 2011



OPOs Play an 
Important Role in the 
Advancement of 
Medicine and 
Transplantation

Ex-Vivo Lung Perfusion

"Heart in a Box"

New pacemakers

Decellularization/Recellularization

Drug Development/Absorption

VCAs

GTEx

Bone Marrow

Cell Therapies
Islets, Hepatocytes

Reproductive Tissues
Ovaries, uterus, penis, testes

Nervous System
Dorsal Root Ganglia, Brain



Questions?
Thank you!

Manny Rasool 

703-641-0100

Immanuel@wrtc.org
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