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Special Thanks 
to Our Sponsor

Visit: 
https://paragonixtechnologies.com

Paragonix Technologies is a 2022 Advocate Level Corporate Partner 
of The Alliance

https://iiam.org/
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Continuing Education Information
Evaluations & Certificates

Nursing
The Organ Donation and Transplantation Alliance is offering 1.0 hours of continuing education credit for this offering, approved by 
The California Board of Registered Nursing, Provider Number CEP17117. No partial credits will be awarded. CE credit will be issued 
upon request within 30 days post-webinar.

CEPTC
The Organ Donation and Transplantation Alliance will be offering 1.0 Category I CEPTC credits from the American Board for Transplant 
Certification. Certified clinical transplant and procurement coordinators and certified clinical transplant nurses seeking CEPTC credit 
must complete the evaluation form within 30 days of the event.

Certificate of Attendance
Participants desiring CE’s that are not being offered, should complete a certificate of attendance. 

• Certificates should be claimed within 30 days of this webinar.
• We highly encourage you to provide us with your feedback through completion of the online evaluation tool.
• Detailed instructions will be emailed to you within the next 24 hours.
• You will receive a certificate via email upon completion of a certificate request or an evaluation 
• Group leaders, please share the follow-up email with all group participants who attended the webinar. 
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Meet Our Moderator

Clinical Research Coordinator
Sarah Casalinova

Need Assistance?
Contact Us via Zoom Chat, or

info@organdonationalliance.org
786-866-8730

Senior Manager, Program 
Development and 

Operations

Deanna Fenton

mailto:info@organdonationalliance.org
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Manager, Training and 
Professional Development
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Mortality and Organ Discards
The Alliance: Advancement Series

December 7, 2022
Joseph W. Turek, MD, PhD, MBA

Chief, Pediatric Cardiac Surgery, Duke University
Executive Co-Director, Duke Children’s Pediatric & Congenital Heart Center

Durham, North Carolina



Dilemma of the Newborn with a 
Poorly-Functioning Truncal Valve

• Attempt repair
• Replace (Ozaki/valve)
• Replace with cadaver homograft roots



Outcomes in Children  



Living Double Root Replacement 
(Partial Heart Transplant)

Something Borrowed, Something Blue, 
Something Old, Something New

Technique: aortic 
root replacement

Immunosuppression: 
heart transplantation

Partial Heart 
Transplantation



Procurement



Benchtop: Piglets (Courtesy: K Rajab, 
MUSC)



Patient

• Prenatally diagnosed 
truncus arteriosus with a 
highly dysplastic truncal 
valve with severe 
regurgitation 



Logistics
• Plans arranged prenatally for possible partial 

heart transplant (IRB; discussion; OPO 
letters; UNOS permission; OR pre-gaming)



Patient

• Born at 38w2d at 2.5kg
• Severe truncal valve 

insufficiency, but stable
• OPO letters sent and 

dually listed for heart 
transplant and tissue 
procurement across the 
country and for DCD



Bedside



Donor

• Recipient DOL 13
• 3kg
• DCD due to HIE
• Responsive OPO coordinator
• Family desperately wanted to donate heart
• 2 hour total transit time
• Process breakdowns – Duke coordinator; 

Transportation; UNOS ID



Living Double Root Replacement 
“Partial Heart Transplant”



Result



Postop Echo



Fate of the Roots



What’s Next for Owen?
• Currently on standard Tacrolimus and 

Cellcept (steroid discontinued during 
hospitalization)

• Forego immunosuppression wean until aortic 
valve of “replaceable” size; until pig studies 
suggest low dose regimen that prevents 
rejection and maintains growth; or until side 
effects of immunosuppression ensue



What’s Next with Living Roots?
• More research - define favorable conditions to 

keep roots “alive”
• Further elucidate “process” with UNOS and OPOs
• Clinical trial for pediatric RV-to-PA conduits on low 

dose tacrolimus – primary endpoint of growth
• TOF/PA with ductal stents
• Ross pulmonary conduits
• Redo RV-PA conduits in prior TOF repair

• Apply to aortic valve replacement in young adults



Life-Changing Approach
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QA&QUESTIONS & ANSWERS


